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Bill Isles (Duluth, MN) performed his first show of original songs in twenty-five years in February of 2000. Since that time, he has become one of the most well known singer/songwriters in the Minnesota acoustic scene and has been getting national and international attention. 


Kate Isles was a closet singer/songwriter, full-time wine representative when she came to a CD release concert for Bill's first CD, “Weightless” after hearing a public radio interview. She bought the CD and signed up on his e-mail list. ("Grounds for marriage!” quips Bill) 

Their relationship began soon afterwards with afternoon sessions with guitars, harmonies and coffee. They've been together ever since, marrying in May of 2004. While Bill initially toured solo, Kate is becoming an integral part of the act, with extensive duo touring planned for 2008 to support their upcoming duet album, “Matching Baggage” which will include several songs that they’ve co-written. The response has been very positive with many comments about the "perfect blend of two voices". "I'm honored to hear such things," said Kate, "it reflects the wonderful relationship that we've enjoyed."  They have toured nationally as a duo full time since early 2007. 

Bill and Kate’s songs are poetic reflections of life experiences and often explore adventurous spiritual courses. Admittedly romantics, many of their lyrics focus on the joys of relationships, but other explore metaphorical worlds.  Just when you conclude that a song is about Michelangelo’s first visit to scope out the project at the Sistine Chapel, you start to realize that, perhaps, this is also an artist’s perception of entering the “chapel” of his/her audience. But then, again, it also hints at personal interactions. It is this multi-layering that has drawn fans to listen over and over again. Words like “mesmerizing” and “transcendent” are common in descriptions of his their performances, not to mention, “hysterical!”, such as the response to “The Sutra (Comma) Minnesota Polka”.
Bill’s love of life has strong roots in his childhood, but his urgency to tell these stories comes from an experience in 1993 when, with just enough warning to drive himself to the hospital, his heart stopped beating. He arrived with just ten minutes to spare. After being defibrillated, and before the doctors had time to detect and open a blocked artery in his heart, he made a commitment to himself that, if he survived, he would begin to write again. Those paddles restarted more than his heart…

Highlights …

2001 – Winner of the 2001 Minnesota Folk Festival New Folk Songwriting Contest
2002 – Nominee for the 2002 Minnesota Music Awards Song of the Year for “I Can’t Take You Home” a duet with Becky Schlegel (From “Weightless” 2001)

2008 – Headliner Performance, Big Top Chautauqua, Mt. Ashwabay, WI

2008 – Formal Showcase Artists, Midwest Regional Folk Alliance Conference, Chicago, IL

2008-9 – Formal Showcase Artists, Far-Western Regional Folk Alliance Conference
2009 – Performance Alley Showcase Artists, Int’l Folk Alliance Conference, Memphis, TN

2009-10 – Formal Showcase Artists, SERFA Conference, Mtn. View, AR

For booking and other information, please contact Bill directly at: 
Phone:

218-340-4404

Website:
www.billandkateisles.com

Mail:
4519 Oneida St.

Email:

bill@halfamind.com 


Duluth, MN 55804
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A few words from listeners…

	“The first time I met Bill Isles I knew I wanted to hear his music.  His performances at Crossings touch the audience in a way that fills the heart with a dance of notes and emotion.  Not only is he a great songwriter, but a great human being as well.  And our audiences soak up both.  He’s a part of our space now.”
	Marie Marvin, Crossings at Carnegie, Zumbrota, MN

	"I was floored by your new album. Beautiful. Wonderful... your disk brought a wide smile to my face. ‘Sistine Chapel’ is one of the most beautiful songs ever written."
	Mike S. Ashland, WI.

	"Congratulations on your new CD! It's a fine piece of work and the supporting band is superb."
	Mike Pengra, Producer of MPR’s Morning Show, St. Paul, MN

	"Everybody's been talking about "The Hole in Our Town",
	Steve S, Duluth, MN

	"`Sistine Chapel’ what a beautiful song!"
	Pam Hill, DJ at KFAI-FM Minneapolis, MN

	"Congratulations on your record. Everything sounded top notch, quality writing, playing and production. I liked "Sistine Chapel" the best, although there are lots of strong cuts."
	Charlie Roth, Songwriter, St. Cloud, MN

	"We truly enjoyed all your wonderful songs"
	Stacey Earle 

	"Man, you WRITE!"
	Vance Gilbert 

	"An amazing songwriter, with a voice that melts hearts."
	Becky Schlegel - Minneapolis, MN - September 2002

	"I love my copy of 'Weightless'! It's been in the player non-stop since I got it."
	Kelli Lin Knott- Boston, Mass - January 2002

	"It was a huge treat… I enjoyed listening to every word and found myself going off to places and feelings"
	Kati T - Duluth MN - December 2001

	"I love the CD! - Especially the duets" 
	Laura G, Fife, Scotland - January 2002

	"I wanted to get this off to you to tell you how totally outstanding the CD is.  I have had it playing continuously in the car since receiving it."
	DS, Superior, WI - January 2002 

	"We love - LOVE - love your CD.  Play it all the time."   
	D & S, Wayzata, MN - February 2002 

	"The CD is, in a word, GREAT. You're to be commended for putting out something that really captures what it is you do, and that is write and sing wonderful stories."
	DH, St. Paul, MN - January 2002
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Press Quotes

Sing Out! – Autumn 2007 - Review of “The Shores of My Hometown” – “His down-home style snags you with its honesty and unpretentiousness and, oh, that lovely accompaniment by (April) Verch. His voice has that natural Bill Staines quality, nothing flashy but consistently entertaining. Slip off your shoes, put your feet up and relax with Isles’ vignettes and visions. WMFT’s Rich Warren

Al Kniola, Host, The Back Porch, 88.1 WVPE, South Bend/Elkhart, IN - "'The Calling' (2004) is Bill Isles, and the singer/songwriter genre, at its very best.  It's beautifully produced with heartfelt original songs that touch your soul and vocals that are so pleasing and comfortable that you'll want to listen again and again.  Isles deserves every songwriting award he's won - and then some." 
Budweiser True Music 2004 Band Contest Judge's Comment: He picks his guitar a little like James Taylor, and he writes some good songs. At times he sounds like Townes Van Zandt. The songs he writes are in that mold, and some of them are even that good.  He’s got a warm baritone, a little like an especially laid back Bob Seger.

Reader Weekly (Duluth, MN) Andrew Olson, - ”Bill is Duluth, and the strongest songwriter to hit the road from here since one of his influences left Hibbing for New York so long ago."
Wendy V’s Local Blend, - ‘The Threshold’ (2003) establishes Bill as one of the most gifted and solid singer/songwriters in the upper Midwest area.”

Other Side of Country.com - Jack Sparks – “Bill Isles began the evening, and his funny, loose demeanor and seemingly easy picking of his guitar set everyone in a good mood. I was reminded of two live Townes Van Zandt CD's I have as I watched him. There's a rounded age to his voice, and a conviction in his words, that comes across almost immediately... ‘The Hole in Our Town’ is a brilliant piece of storytelling in song.”

Minneapolis Star-Tribune – Chris Riemenschneider – (Regarding the 2002 Minnesota Folk Festival) “I saw shiny happy people and great musical sets… personal highlight...the pairing of Becky Schlegel with last year's New Folk winner, Bill Isles...”

Reader Weekly - Todd Newton - "On the stellar debut effort 'Weightless' (2001), Duluth, MN-based singer/songwriter Bill Isles (winner of the 2001 Minnesota Folk Festival New Folk songwriting contest) offers a blissful and inspired collection of lighter-than-air recordings. Beginning with the mandolin, organ and fiddle-fueled "That's How She Seems", the combination of soothing lead vocal and lilting pace seamlessly blends with an ear-pleasing harmony vocal (courtesy of Jessica Lind), resulting in a highly infectious composition worthy of repeat listening. "A breathtaking array of emotions".

Budgeteer News – Joan Farnam – “Be prepared for more than a musical experience”
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